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Dear FEC,

The Parnell for Congress campaign received a copy of the comphint referenced above from your office
on September 2, 2008. This letter and attachments will respond to the baseless allegations brought by
Barbara Mee and Alaskans for Don Young (“Complainants®). For reasons stated herein, the Parmnell for

Congress campaign belleves that no action should be taken against It in response to the complaint.

in summary, the Complainants claim an improper coordinated campaign efiort existed between the Club
for Growth PAC and the Parnell for Congress campaign. The Complainants base these daims on Parnell
for Congress receiving legal, individual contributions from Club for Growth members through the Club
for Growth where the Pamell for Congress campalign properly disclosed those contributions under FEC
rules and regulations. Additionally, the Complainants speculate coordination occurred based on one
Anchorage Dally News article dated June 7, 2008; a Club for Growth memo to its members dated August
14, 2008; a Club for Growth press release dated August 19, 2008, and a Club for Growth television
advertisement that began airing about August 19, 2008. The facts demonstrate there was no
coordination between the Parnell for Congress campaign and the Club for Growth PAC.

Propetiy disclosad campaign contributions do not equate to nor do they signal 3 coordinated effort.
Similarly, the June 7, 2008 Anchorage Dally News article merely says that “Pamell, one of two
Republicans challenging Young In the August primary, spent a week in Washington, D.C., after Memorial
Day mesting with a who's who of national anti-tax and spending groups. ..{including the Club for

Growth).” The article goes on to point out the Club for Growth endorsed Pamell for Cdngress in a June
6, 2008 Wall Street Journel op-ed plece.

Before the Primary, | (Sean Pameli) had two substantive contacts with the Club for Growth. in late April
or early May 2008, | had one teleconference with members of the Club for Growth board of directors in
which they quizzed me on my legisiative and executive branch service, focusing exclusively on economic
policy choices | had made in those roles. On or sbout May 28, 2008, | met with two exacutives of the
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Club for Growth in thelr Washington, D.C,, offices. They continued the line of questions related to my
economic philosophy and probed more deeply into my legisiative record on taxes, spending, and free
market reiated topics. At no time in either conversation wes any promise of help offered nor was any
discussion had by any party about coordinating efforts. The only other contact | had with Club for
Growth would have been to schedule the teleconference and meeting referenced above. Basides the
May 2008 teleconference and meeting, | had no contact with the Club for Growth through the date of
the Primary. The first time | knew the group would support my candidacy in some way wes when | saw
the op-ed plece published In the Wall Street Journal on June 6, 2008, a copy of which is attached.

The Club for Growth memo dated August 14, 2008 entitied “New Poll Shows Tie” references a poll
showing Parmnell with a four point lead over Don Young. This appears to be a reference to a Pamell for
Congress campaign poll that was publicly relessed one week before the Club for Growth memo went
out. Specifically, the “four point lead” polling information referenced in the August 14, 2008, Club for
Growth memo appesred in a Parmnell for Congress press relesse dated August 7, 2008 (copy attached)
that was widely distributad and posted on the Parnell for Congress websie at parneliforcongress.com
on August 7, 2008, one week before the Club for Growth memo came out. There can be no improper
coordination where the information was publicly avaliable st lesst one wesk before the Club for Growth
August 14 memo came out.

The rest of the Complainants’ claims center around alleged coordination over the Club for Growth’s
August 1S, 2008 television advertisement and the Club for Growth’s related press release of the same
date entitied “Club for Growth PAC Releases New TV and Radio Ads in Alsska Congressional Race.” The
Compisinsnts’ aliegations are two-fold. First, they claim that the ad Is an improper electioneering
communication under 11 CFR 100.29 and, second, they ciaim, “This Club for Growth ad appears to be
coordinated as that term Is defined in 11 CFR 109.21." Both claims should be rejected.

The Club for Growth advertisement was not an improper electioneering communication because of s
content or alternatively because it falls within the exception of an independent expenditure by the Club
for Growth. Further, the Club for Growth advertisement was not coordinated in any way with me nor
with any member of the Parnall for Congress campaign as we had no prior knowledge of, nor
coordinated with, nor assented to the press relesse or advertising.

The advertisement, found at http://www.clubforgrowth.org/index php?page=8, communicates items of
Don Young’s congressional voting record. The ad aiso states, “Governor Pelin supports a change, she
backs Sean Parnell for Congress,” and st no point does R expressly advocate the slection of Sean Pamell
by the Club for Growth. Additionally, the ad is not sn electioneering communication because k Is
exsmpt from the definition of an electioneering communication as an independent expenditure under
11 CR 100.29{c){3) and 11 CFR 100.16.

Neither | nor my campaign cooperatad with, consultad with, nor acted in concert with the Club for
Growth in this advertisement. At no time did | or anyone affiliated with my campaign request or suggest

such sdvertising, nor were we in any way imolved in decisions regarding the advertising. Accordingly,
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there is no evidence that the advertising constitutes an improper slectionsering communication.

Next, there Is no evidence that the advertisement was a coordinated communication under 11 CFR
109.21 as neither the content prong nor conduct prong have been met. None of the content standards
are met under 11 CFR 109.21(c). As for 11 CFR 109.21(c)(1), we’ve already demonstrated that the
advertisement Is not an electioneering communication either by definition or by exemption as an
independent expenditure. Sscond, under 11 CFR 109.21(c)(2), there appears to be no allegation nor
proof that the advertisement disseminates, distributes, or republishes, in whole or in part, campaign
materials prepared by the Pamell for Congress campaign. Similarly, the third prong of the content type
is not satisfled under 11 CFR 109.21(c){3) bacause the plsin language of the advertissment does not
expressly advocate the election or defest of a clearly identified candidate for federal office.

Even If the FEC found a content standard or prong had been met, the conduct standard prong under 11
CFR 109.21(d) cannot be established. Neither | nor anyone affiliated with the Pamell for Congress
Campaign requested or suggested the advertising and the Complainents have raised no evidence to the
contrary. By the same tokan, neither | nor the Pamell for Congress campaign had any materisl
involvernent in the advertisement under 11 CFR 109.21(d)(2) and there Is no evidence to the contrary.
Moreover, to my knowledge neither | nor anyone from my campaign had any contact with the Club for
Growth about any advertising or memos, period. indeed, all of the claims made in the advertisement
appeer to be from publicly avaliable sources ke Don Young's congressional voting record and media
reports related to Governor Sarah Palin’s support for my campaign from Rs inception in March 2008.

Where the Club for Growth acted independent of the Pamell for Congress campaign in all respects, and

where there Is no evidence to suggest that an FEC violation has occurred, the Pamell for Congress
respectfully requests the FEC take no further action on the Complainants’ baseless clalms.

AT

Saan Pamell

The foregoing was swom to and signed in my presence.

Dated this 15th day of September, 2008, at Anchorage, Alaska.

Lovemser 1S,
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bioated farm bill. Mr. Young also voted for "card check," which would

allow unions 10 organize without holding secret ballot elections. MORE
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oaly 40 Republicans out of 248 GOP senstors and representatives have

swomn ofT earmarks, despite overwhelming support for earmark reform
among the party's base and the general public.

Just 12 years ago, the Republican Caucus, including Mr. Young, voted for a bill to0 phase out farm subsidics. Three weeks
ago, Mr. Young and many of those same members voted for a farm bill that exemplifies everything the GOP once stood
against. Somewhere between then and now, many congressional Republicans abandoned their former commitment to
limited government, fiscal discipline snd economic freedom.

There s no question that the Republican Party Is in trouble. Faced with staggering losses in 2006 and what might be an
even worse election cycle this year, COP congressmen are finally acknowledging the dismal state of the Republican brand.
What are they doing about it?

Not much. The reason is that Mr. Young and many other members are not willing to change. They don't want to give up
their pork projects, their subsidies and their favorite big-government programs. And those members with the temerity to
challenge the broken system are berated as disloyal and threatened.

*Those who bite me will be bitten back," Mr. Young wamed New Jersey's Republican Rep. Scott Garett last July, Mr.
Garrett had tried to remove a $34 million exrmark inserted into an appropriations bill by Mr. Young.

The Alaska primary represents a crossroads for Republicans. Will party leaders line up behind Mr. Young, even as the
Justice Department is looking into his carmarks? Or will they tell him they cannot support 8 member who has flagrantly

disrespected taxpayers and abandoned Republican principics?

If Republicans want to start winning sgain they need to retum to the principles of fiscal responsibility and limited
Wﬂﬂmﬂmmﬁddmhlmmsllmelqu*.Bmﬁle(}OPunmbyﬂmlnng.Ym

Mr. Toomey, a former Republican congressman from Pennsylvania, is the president of the Club for Grewth.
See all of today’s editorials and op-eds, pius video commentary, on Opinion Joumal.
And add your comments o the Opinion Journal forum.
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ANCHORAGE FAIRBANKS

245 West 5th Ave. #28 Northgate Square Mall, Unit 3
Comer of 5th and B 306 Oid Steese Highway
907.865.3255 907.374.7848

FOR STMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT: STEPHEN HOWELL
WALSH SHEPPARD 907.338.3731

Lisutenant Governor Sean Parnell Maintains Lead Over Young

August 7, 2008, Anchorage, Alaska - Lieutenant Governor Sean Parnell maintains his lead over incumbent
Don Young, In the race to represent Alaska In the U.S. House of Representatives.

For the second time in less than two weeks, another poll shows the Lieutanant Governor leading the 35-
year congressional incumbent by four percentage points. Pamell for Congress commissioned the poll.
Basswood Research conducted this survey on August 5, 2008, among 300 likely Republican primary

Consistent with an earlier poll by ancther independent polling group, Basswood Research shows Sean
Pamell leading with 42% of the respondents compared to Don Young's 38%. Twelve percent of those
req:o'nndlngwareundedded; however, among those voters, Pamell is viewed favorably by a nearly 3:1
margin.

"Over the next three weeks we will continue to work tirelessly to earn Alaskans’ support,” sald Sean
Pamell. “But we are certainly heartened by the fact that so many folks are joining our team. Alaskans are
yearing for honest, conservative leadership, and they know that after 35 years, it's time for a change.”
In another recent poll released by Hays Research Group and conducted as part of the Hays Research
Group Statewide Opinion Counts Survey, 404 respondents were interviewed over a two-day period
between July 24 and July 25, 2008. In this poli, again, 46% of the respondents said they would vote for
Sean Parnell, with 42% supporting Young.
The Republican primary is Tuesday, August 26, 2008.
To isarmn more about Sean Parnell, visit

#4#

Attachmenis: Besswood Resssrch, Results of Alaska Republican Primary for Congress Survey
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Lt. Governor Sean Parnell Maintains Lead Over
Young ‘

]

August 7, 2008, Anchorage. Alssha

Lisutsnant Governor Sean Pamell maintaine his leed over Incumbent Don Young. in the race 1o represent Alaska in
he U.S. House of Representatives.

Forthe second $me In iess then two wesks, ancther poll shows the Lisutenant Govemnor lsading the 35-year
congressions! incumbent by four percentage points. Pernell for Congress commissioned the poll. Basswood Reseerch
conducted this survey on August 5, 2008, smong 300 ikely Republican primary election voters.

Consistent with an esriier poil by ancther independent poling group, Basswood Resserch shows Sean Pamell lsading
with 42% of the respondenis compared 1o Don Young's 38%. Twelve percent of those responciing were undecided;
howsver, among thoss volers, Pamall is viewed favorably by a nearly 3:1 margin.

“Over the nedt twee wesks we will continue to work tirelsssly to samn Alaskans’ support,” said Sean Pamell. “But we
ore osrtainly heartensed by the fact thet 20 many folks are jolning our isem. Alsskans are ysaming for honsst,
conssrvative leadership, and they know that afar 35 years, I's time for a change.”

in ancther recent poll relessed by Hays Ressarch Group and conduciad as pert of the Hays Research Group
Siatawide Opinion Counts Survey, 404 respondents were inferviewad over a iwo-dey period bebween July 24 and July
20, 2008. in this poll, agein, 40% of the respondents said they would vole for Sean Pamell, with 42% supporing
Young.

‘The Republican primary Is Tuseday. August 28, 2008.

Basswood Research Group Poll

< Prav Next >
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www.pameliforcongress.com - Lt. Governor Sean Pamell Maintains Lead Over Young
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